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III. "like some huge moth out of the darkness"

III. The Empty Church
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8 Seven Poems of Stillness

III.  The Empty Church

They laid this stone trap
for him, enticing him with candles,
as though he would come like some huge moth
out of the darkness to beat there.
Ah, he had burned himself
before in the human flame
and escaped, leaving the reason
torn.  He will not come any more
to our lure.  Why, then, do I kneel still
striking my prayers on a stone
heart?  Is it in hope one
of them will ignite yet and throw
on its illumined walls the shadow
of someone greater than I can understand?

Begin poem in m.199. Continue over ppp. Poem is complete by m.214.
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9Seven Poems of Stillness

IV.  The Moorland

It is beautiful and still;
        the air rarefied
as the interior of a cathedral

expecting a presence.  It is where, also,
        the harrier occurs,
materialising from nothing, snow-

soft, but with claws of fire,
        quartering the bare earth
for the prey that escapes it;

hovering over the incipient
        scream, here a moment, then
not here, like my belief in God.

                                          Begin poem in m.238.  
               Hold G harmonic through "presence".  
Complete poem before attacca entrance m. 240.

IV. "as the interior of a cathedral"
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10 Seven Poems of Stillness

V. The Bright Field

Begin poem in m.293.
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V.  The Bright Field

I have seen the sun break through
to illuminate a small field
for a while, and gone my way
and forgotten it.  But that was the pearl
of great price, the one field that had
the treasure in it.  I realize now
that I must give all that I have
to possess it.  Life is not hurrying

on to a receding future, nor hankering after
an imagined past.  It is the turning
aside like Moses to the miracle
of the lit bush, to a brightness
that seemed as transitory as your youth
once, but is the eternity that awaits you.
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12 Seven Poems of Stillness

V. "Bright Field / lit bush"
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